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Disclaimer
 

•	 This webinar is a discussion among 
healthcare system preparedness 
personnel and clinicians for 
informational purposes only and does 
not represent federal or organizational 
guidelines, policies, or positions. 
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ASPR TRACIE: Three Domains
 
• Self-service  collection of  audience-tailored materials 
• Subject-specific, SME-reviewed “Topic Collections” 
• Unpublished and SME peer-reviewed materials 

highlighting real-life tools and experiences 

• Personalized support and responses to requests for 
information and technical assistance 
• Accessible by toll-free number (1844-5-TRACIE), 

email (askasprtracie@hhs.gov), or web form 
(ASPRtracie.hhs.gov) 

• Area for password-protected discussion among 
vetted users in near real-time 
• Ability to support chats and the peer-to-peer 

exchange of user-developed templates, plans, and 
other materials 

ASPRtracie.hhs.gov 1-844-5-TRACIE askasprtracie@hhs.gov
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Webinar Objectives 

•	 Discuss challenges to the EMS 
community related to infectious 
disease 

• Introduce ASPR TRACIE’s EMS
 
Infectious Disease Playbook
 

•	 Improve knowledge of resources 
available to EMS dispatchers, providers, 
and physicians 
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Webinar Scope 

• Designed for EMS responders,
 
supervisors, and physicians
 

•	 Intended to help EMS personnel assess 
potential infectious risks and take steps 
to prevent disease transmission 

•	 Developed to consolidate and 
complement other sources of 
information 
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Conversation on  EMS and Infectious  
Disease  Challenges  and Resources 

• John Hick, MD 
– Emergency Physician & Deputy Chief EMS 

Medical Director, Hennepin County 
Medical Center & ASPR 

• Alexander Isakov, MD, MPH 
– Director, Section of Prehospital & Disaster 

Medicine, Emory University 
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What are some challenges that EMS 
personnel face relative to infection 
prevention? 
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    What are some usual risks and 
solutions relative to infectious 
patients under EMS care? 
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What were some lessons learned 
from EVD relative to dispatch and 
initial response? 
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What actions should providers take
 
when unexpectedly encountering a 

possible highly infectious patient?
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What are some problems/issues with 
specialized transport resources for 
highly infectious patients? 
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  What are some environmental 
controls that can be implemented? 
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What are some limitations of current 
PPE in the EMS environment? 
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Are there potential solutions on the 
horizon? What is needed? 
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Playbook Background 
• Need for technical resources on safe
 

care and transport of Ebola patients
 

•	 Need for dispatchers and responders 
to share a common approach 

•	 Integrate multiple sources of 
information and make more 
accessible 

•	 Applies to other contagious diseases
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Collaboration & Review 
•	 ASPR TRACIE Team, including: 

–	 Lead Editor, John Hick, MD 
–	 Project Director, Shayne Brannman 
–	 ICF TRACIE Project Manager, Meghan Treber 

•	 Alex Isakov, MD, MPH 
•	 Reviewers 

–	 Federal Agencies: ASPR, CDC/NIOSH, DOT NHTSA EMS 
Office, DHS 

–	 Professional Organizations: ACEP, NASEMSO, NAEMT, 
NAEMSP, IAFF 

–	 SMEs: NETEC, ACEP Epidemic Expert Panel, EMS 
Biosafety Consortium, state public health and public 
safety agencies, private EMS agencies 
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EMS Infectious Disease Playbook
 

•	 One-stop, easy to use 
reference for infectious 
disease patient 
transport. 

•	 Planning resource to be 
incorporated into EMS 
agency procedures. 

•	 Not novel guidance or 
official policy. 
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Content 

• Contents page 
• Sections 

– Dispatch/Responder 
Actions 

– Types of Precautions 
– Resources/Special 


Considerations
 

• Interactive to guide
 
users to content
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Interactive Features 

•	 Navigable contents page 
•	 Section tabs across the top of each 

page 
•	 Back to contents at the bottom of each 

page 
•	 Hyperlinks to sources 
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Dispatch/Responder Actions
 

•	 General principles 
•	 Dispatch screening and on-scene 

assessment algorithms 
•	 Targeted information for both 

ambulance and first responders 
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 Six Types of Precautions
 

•	 Standard 
•	 Contact 
•	 Droplet 
•	 Airborne 
•	 Special Respiratory
 

•	 Ebola/Viral 
Hemorrhagic Fever 
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Section Contents 

• Example diseases 
• Goal of precautions 
• Dispatch actions 
• Arriving EMS actions/considerations
 

• PPE 
• Patient care considerations 
• Transport considerations 
• Ambulance decontamination 
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Special Considerations & Resources
 
•	 Hand hygiene 
•	 Pandemic influenza 
•	 Pediatric issues 
•	 Aeromedical transport 
•	 Occupational 

health/exposures 
•	 References and 

resources 
• Index of abbreviations
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Demonstration
 



  

 
   

 

Resources 

• EMS Infectious Disease Playbook 
– Available today at ASPRtracie.hhs.gov
 

• ASPR TRACIE Information Exchange 
• Save the Date! 

– Highly Pathogenic Infectious Disease 
Exercise Planning for Regional Transport 
Webinar 

– August 23 at 2 PM Eastern 
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Question & Answer
 



Contact Us
 

asprtracie.hhs.gov 1-844-5-TRACIE askasprtracie@hhs.gov
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