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Role of the Respiratory Therapist in Pandemic Response 

Douglas S. Laher MBA, CAE, RRT, FAARC 
Chief Operating Officer, American Association for Respiratory Care 

Mr. Laher is the Chief Operating Officer at the American Association for Respiratory Care where he 
works as a senior association executive for the last 11 years. Doug is a Registered Respiratory 
Therapist of nearly 30 years and started his career working at the Cleveland Clinic as a bedside 
clinician, clinical educator, and department administrator. Doug received his bachelor’s degree from 
The Ohio State University and his MBA from Ashland University. Doug’s personal passion is 
backcountry hiking and educating hikers about trail and mountaineering safety. 

J. Brady Scott, PhD, RRT, RRT-ACCS, AE-C, FAARC, FCCP
Director of Clinical Education, Associate Professor, Department of Cardiopulmonary Sciences, 
Division of Respiratory Care, College of Health Sciences, Rush University

Dr. Scott's bio is available at: https://www.rushu.rush.edu/faculty/brady-scott-ms-rrt-accs-faarc 

David L. Vines, PhD, MHS, RRT, FAARC, FCCP 
Chairperson, Academic Program Director, Associate Professor, Department of 
Cardiopulmonary Sciences, Division of Respiratory Care, College of Health Sciences, Rush 
University 

Dr. Vines’ bio is available at: https://www.rushu.rush.edu/faculty/david-vines-mhs-rrt-faarc 
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